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water’s edge some tracks of men, and a narrow and
somewhat beaten path leading to a fine prairie. We
stopped to Examine it; and, thinking that it was a
road which Led to some village of savages, We
resolved to go and reconnoiter it. We therefore left
our two Canoes under the guard of our people,
strictly charging Them not to allow themselves to
be surprised, after which Monsieur Jollyet and I
undertook this investigation —a rather hazardous one
for two men who exposed themselves, alone, to the
mercy of a barbarous and Unknown people. We
silently followed The narrow path, and, after walk-
ing About 2 leagues, We discovered a village on the
bank of a river, and two others on a Hill distant
about half a league from the first.® Then we
Heartily commended ourselves to God, and, after
imploring his aid, we went farther without being
perceived, and approached so near that we could
even hear the savages talking. We therefore De-
cided that it was time to reveal ourselves. This We
did by Shouting with all Our energy, and stopped,
without advancing any farther. On hearing the
shout, the savages quickly issued from their Cabins,
And having probably recognized us as frenchmen,
especially when they saw a black gown,—or, at
least, having no cause for distrust, as we were only
two men, and had given them notice of our arrival,—
they deputed four old men to come and speak to us.
Two of these bore tobacco-pipes, finely ornamented
and Adorned with various feathers. They walked
slowly, and raised their pipes toward the sun, seem-
ingly offering them to it to smoke,— without, how-
ever, saying a word. They spent a rather long time
in covering the short distance between their village



